A SERVICE OF BLESSING ANIMALS
Ruth Pyke, Children’s Adviser, St Alban’s Diocese, England

Opening Prayer:
Heavenly Father you created all things

and gave us a beautiful world to share with animals large and small; 

help us to care for your world, 

that people and animals, land , sea and sky

may shine with your glory and praise the name of Jesus.

Amen

Songs:
 If I were a butterfly

              All things bright and beautiful

Reading: 
The wolf will live with the lamb, 
the leopard will lie down with the goat,
the calf and the lion and the yearling[a] together;
and a little child will lead them.
The cow will feed with the bear,
their young will lie down together,
and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
The infant will play near the cobra’s den,
and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest.
They will neither harm nor destroy 
on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.
Pet Service Prayers

All your creatures praise you Lord 

And we give you thanks.
Dogs are our faithful friends-they romp and play and chase their tails, they guard us at home and take us on long country walks. Thank you God for their wagging tails! 

All your creatures praise you Lord 

And we give you thanks.

Thank you God for our cats- for their long yawns and stretches-their contented purrs and their warmth when they sit on our laps. Thank you God for their long whiskers.

All your creatures praise you Lord 

And we give you thanks.

Thank you God for our hamsters, gerbils and pet rats- for their scurrying agility and the cute way that they play in tunnels and wheels. Thank you God for their big front teeth.  

All your creatures praise you Lord 

And we give you thanks.

Thank you God for our fish- for their gliding and swimming, and their mouths which open like a big O. thank you God for their bright shiny scales. 

All your creatures praise you Lord 

And we give you thanks.

Thank you God for our budgerigars and  pet birds, for their bright colours and singing voices. Thank you God for their wings. 
All your creatures praise you Lord 

And we give you thanks.

Heavenly Father we thank you for all of our pets and for all the animals in this world both great and small. Thank you too for vets, for the RSPCA and Blue Cross charities and for all who care for our animals when they are sick or hurt. We pray for all animals who are sick or badly treated, overworked or underfed. Help us to be true friends to all  animals and to know that we are all creatures of your love. Amen
Blessing:
THE BLESSING OF EACH PET (INDIVIDUALLY)

    "N.(name of animal, i.e. "Smokey", not cat/dog) may you be 


blessed in the Name of the Father, and of the Son and of the 


Holy Spirit. May you and N. (the name of the "owner") enjoy 


life together and find joy with the God who created you."

 alternate form - useful for those of other faith traditions

    "N., may you be blessed in the Name of God who created you, and may


you and N. (the owner) enjoy life together with our God."

Song: Make me a channel of your peace. 

THE BLESSING PRAYER

All       The Lord bless you and watch over you,
the Lord make his face shine upon you
and be gracious to you,
the Lord look kindly on you
and give you peace;
and the blessing of God almighty the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be with you, your pets and all whom you love, this day and always.
Amen
